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MINmTRY0FLAwANIUUsTIcE 
(Legislative Department) 

New DeThi, the 11th January, 2007/Pausa21, 1928 (Saka) 

The following Act of Parliament received the assent otthe President on the 
10th January, 2007, and is hereby published for general information:— 	 • - 

THEPROHIBITION OF CHILD MARRIAGE ACT, 2006 

No. 6o2O07 

[10thJanuwy,2007] - - 

An Act to provide for the prohibition of solemnisal on of child marriages an& 
• 	 for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-seventh Year of the Republic of India as 
• 	follows:— 	 - 

1. (1) This Acf maybe called the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2000. 	 Short title, 

- 	 i , 	 exttnt and 
It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kaslmir; and t c t 

applies also to all citizens of India without and beyond India: 

Provided that nothing contained in this Act shall apply to the Renoicants of the 

Union territory ofPondicherry. 

Ii shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by notificatidil 

in the Official Gazette, appoint; and different dates may be appointed for different States and 
any reference in any provision to the commencement of this Act shall be construed in 
relation to any State as a reference to the coming into force of that provision in thit State. 

:'- I 
I. 

- 	 ---c- 	 -'.4 
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Definitions. 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,- 

"child" means a person who, if a ma]e,,has not completed twenty-one years 
of age, and if a female, has not completed eighteen years of age; 

"child marriage" means a marrag&to which either of the contracting parties 
is a child; 

"cOntracting party", in relation to a marriage, means either of the parties 
whose marriage is or is about to be thereby solemnised; 

"Child Marriage Prohibition Officer" includes the Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer appointed under sub-section (1) of section 16; 

- "district court" means, in any area for which a Family Court established under 
section 3 of the Family Courts Act, 1984 exists, such Family Court, and in any area for 	66 or 1984. 
which there is no Family Court but a city civil court exists, that court and in any other 
area, the principal civil court of oiginal jurisdiction and includes any other civil court 
which may be specified by the State Government, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
as having jurisdiction in respect of the matters dealt with in this Act; 

CM 'minor" means a person who. underthe provisions ofthe MajorityAct, 1875 	9 of 1875, 

is to be deemed not to have attained his majority. 

Cold , 3. (/) Every child marriage, whether solemnised before or after the commencement of 
marriages to this Act, shall be voidable at the option of the contracting party who was a child at the time 
be voidable at 

the option of 
of the marriage: 

contracting Provided that a petition for annulling a child marriage by a decree of nullity may be filed 
pa) being a 

in the district court only by a contracting party to the marriage who was a child at the time of 
the marriage. 

If at the time of filing a petition, the petitioner is a minor, the petition may be filed 
through his orher guardian or next friend along with the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer. 

The petition under this section may be filed at any time but before the child filing 
the petition completes two years of attaining majority. 

While granting a decree of nullity under this section, the district court shall make an 
order directing. both the parties to the marriage and their parents or their guardians to return 
to the other party, his or her parents or guardian, as the case may be, the money, valuables, 
ornaments and other gifts received on the occasion of the marriage by them from the other 
side, or an amount equal to the value of such valuables, ornaments, other gifts and money: 

Provided that no order under this section shall be passed unless the concerned parties 
have been given notices to appear befpre the district court and show caUse why such order 
should riotbe passed. 

Provision for 	4. (1) While granting a decree under section 3, the district court may also make an 
maintenance 	interim or final order directing the male contracting party to the child marriage, and in case the 
andresidece thale contracting party to such marriage is a minor, his parent or guardian topay maintenance 
contracting 	to the female contracting parfy to the marriage until her remarriage. 
pariy 10 child 	(2) The quantum of maintenance payable shall be determined by the district court 
marriage, 	

having regard to the needs of the child, the lifestyle enjoyed by such child during her 
marriage and the means of income of the paying party. 

(3) The amount of maintenance may be directed to be paid monthly or in lump sum. 

(4)ln case the.party making the petition under section 3 is the female contracting party, 
the district court may also make a suitable order as to her residence until her remarriage. 

Custody and 	 5. (1) Where there are children born ofthe child marriage, the district court shall make 
maintenance . an appropriate order for the custddy of such children. 
of children of 

child mafflages. 
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While making an order for the custody eta child under this section, the welfare and 
best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration to,be given by the district 
court. 

An order for custody of a child may also include appropriate directions for giving 
to the other party access to the child in such a rnnner as.niay best serve the interests of the 
cbild, and such other orders as the district court may, in the interest of the child, deem ptoper. 

The district court may also make an appropriate order for providing maintenance to 
the child by a partyto the marriage or their parents or guardians. 

Notwithstanding that a child marriage has been annulled by a decree of nullity under Legitimacy of 

section 3, every child begotten or conceived of such marriage before the decree is made, children born 

*hether both before or after the commencement of this Act shall be deemed to be a legitimate 
ot child 

child for all purposes. 
marriages. 

' The district court shall have the power to add to, modi'or revoke any order made Power of 
district court under section 4 or section 5 and ifthere is any change in the circumstances at any time during 

th e pendency of the petition and even after the final disposal of thepetition; 
to modify
orders issued 

- 	 . 
under section 
4 orsection 5. 

S. For the purpose of giant of reliefs under sections 3,4 and 5, the district court having Court to which 

jurisdiction shall include the district court having jurisdiction over theplace where the petition should 

defendant or the child resides, or where the maniae was solemnised or where the parties last 
be made. 

,. resided together or the petitioner is residing on the date of presentation of the petition- 

Whoever; being a male adult above eighieen yeath of age, contracts a-child marriage Punishment 

shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years or with fine fbi male adult 

which may extend to one: lakh rupees or with both. 
marrying a 

• Whoever performs, conducts; directs or abets any child marriage shall be punishable Punishment for - - 

with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to twoyears and shall be liable to -fine which 
- 	 . 

soIemniing a 

may extend to one lakh rupees unless he proves that he had reasons to believe that the 
child marriage. 

marriage was not a child marriage; 

-- ii. (1) Where a child contracts a child marriage, any person having chérge of the child, Punishment . 

whether as.parent or guardian or any other person or in any other capacity, lawfUl or-un!awfifl, for promoting 

including any member of an organisation or association of persons:who doesany act to 
or permitting 

. solemnisation 
prothote the marriage.or.permits it to be solemnised, or negligently fails to prevent itfr.om  of child 

being solemnised, including attending or participating in a child marriage, shall be punishabler marriages. 

with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years and shaH also be liable to fine 
which may extend up to one lakh rupees: 

• . 	Provided that no woman shall be punishable with imprisonment. 	. 	.. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, it shall beptesumed, unless and pntil the contrary 
is proved, that where a minoT child has contracted a marriage, the person having charge of 
such minor child has negligently failed to prevent the marriage from being solemnised. 

12. Where a child, being a minor— 	- 	 • 	. 	. 	- 	 • Marriage of a 
minor chi!d to 

is taken or enticed out of the keeping of the lawthl  guardian; or - be void in 

by force compelled, or by any deceitful means induced to go from any place; 
certain 
circumstances. 

- 	- 

or 	 . 	 - 

- 	
(c) is sold for thepurpose of maffiage; and made to gothrough aforni ofmarriage - 	-. 

or if the minor ismarried after which the minor is sold or trafficked or used for immoral -. 	. 	- 
purposes, 	- 	- 	. 	 - - 

such marriageshall be null and void. 	 . 
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Power of 	 13. (1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this Act, if, on an 
Court to issue application of the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer or on receipt of information through a 
injunction 
prohibiting 	complaint or otherwise from any person, a Judicial Magistrate of the first class or a 
child 	Metropolitan Magistrate is satisfied that a child marriage in contravention of this Act has 
marriages, 	been arranged or is about to.be  solemnised, such Magistrate shall issue an injunction 

against any person including a member of an organisation oran association of persons 
prohibiting such marriage. 

A complaint undcr sub-section (1) may be mAde by any person having personal 
knowledge or reason to believe, and a non-governmental organisation having reasonable 
information, relating to the likelihood of taking place of solemnisation of a child mafriage or 
child marriages. 

The Court of the Judicial Magistrate ofthe first class or the Mefropolitan Magistrate 
may also take suo motu cognizance on the basis of any reliable report or infornjation. 

For the purposes of preventing solemnisation of mass child marriages on certain 
days uch as Akshaya Trutiya, the District Magistrate shall be deemed to be the Child 
Marriage Prohibition Officer with all powers as are conferred on a Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer by or under this Act. 

The District Magistrate shall also have additional powers to stop or prevent 
solemnisation of child marriages and for this purpose, he may take all appropriate measures 
and use the minimum force required. 

No injunction under sub-section (1) shall be issued against any person or member. 
of any organisation or association of persons unless the Court has previously given notice 
to such person, members of the organisation or association of persons, as the case may be, 
and has offered him or them an opportunity to show cause against the issue of the injunction: 

Provided that in the case of any urgency, the Court shall have the power to issue an 
interim injunction without giving any notice under this section. 

An injunction issued under sub-section (1) may be confirmed or vacated after 
giving notice and hearing the party against whom the injunction was issued. 

The Court may either on its own motion or on the application of any person 
aggrieved, rescind or alter an injunction issued under sub-section (]). 

Where an application is received under sub-section (1), the Court shall afford the 
applicant an early opportunity of appearing before it either in person or by an advocate and  
ifthe Court, after hearing the applicant rejects the application wholl/or in part, it shall record 
in wriling its reasons for so doing. 

(JO) Whoever knowing that an injunction has been issued under sub-section (1) 
against him disobeys such injunction shall be punishable with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years or with fine which may extend to one 
lakh rupees Or with both: 

Provided that no woman shall be punishable with imprisonment. 

Child ' 	14. Any child marriage solemnised in contravention of an injunction order issued 
marriages in under section 13, whether interim or final, shall be void ob initlo. contravenhion 
of injunction 
orders to be 
void 

Offenc 4., 
be 	IS. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, an 	2 of 1974. 

cognizable and offence punishable under this Act shall be cognizable and non-bailable. 
non-bailable, 	 . 	 . 	 - 



No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lieagainst the Child Marriage Protection of 

Prohibition Officer in respect of-anything in good faith done or intended to be done in 
pursuance of this Act or any rule or order made therèundet. 	-• - 

good faith. 

(1) The State Government may, bynotification in the Official Gazette, make rules for Power of State 

carrrying out the provisions of this Act. 	 . 	 . 	
- Gpvernment 
- 

- 
to make rules. 

— 	 (2) Every rule made under this Act shall, as soon as may be after it is made, be laid 
before the State Legislature. 

In the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, in section 18, for clause (a), the follwing clause Amendment 
- shall be substituted, namely:— . 	 - 

of Act No 25 - 

. 
'(a) in the case of contravention of the condition specified in clause (iii) of - 

section  5, with rigorous imprisonment which niay extend to-two years or:with fine 
which may exten&to one lakh rupees, or With both". 	- 

- 	
- I 	 .• 	

.7 	Jr 

t 
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16. (1) The State Government shall,by notificatibn in the Official Gazette, appoint for 'Child Marriage.- - 
the whole State, or such part thereof as may be specified in that notification,an Officer or Prohibition 

Of 

	

offlcers to be known as the Child Marriage Prohibition'Officer having jurisdiction over the 	
)cers, 

area or areas specified in the notification. 

The State Government may also request a respectable member of the locality with 
• 	 a record of social service or an officer of the Gram Panchayat or Municipality or an officer of 
• 	 the Government or any public sector undertaking or an office bearerofanynon•governmental 

- • 	 organisation to assist the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer and such member, officer or 
office bearer, as the case may be, shall be bpund to act accordingly. 

it shall be the duty ofthe Child Marriage Prohibition Officer'- 

to prevent solemnisaticin of child marriages by takins such action as he may 
deemfit; 

to collect evidence for the effective prosecution of persons contravening the 
provisions of this Act; 	- 

to-advise either individual cases or counsel the residents of the locality 
generally not to indulge in promoting, helping, aiding or allowing the solemnisation of 
child marriages; 

- 	 . 	( to create awareness of the evil which results from child marriages; 
-' 	 (e) to sensitize the community on the issue of child marriages; 

(7) to furnish such periodical returns and statistics as the State Govemment may 
direct; and 

(g)to discharge such other functions and duties as may be assigned to him by 
the State Government. 

lop  

 

The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, -subject t,such 
conditions and limitations, invest theChild Marriage Prohibition Officer-with such powers of 
a police officer as may be specified in the hotification and the Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer- shall exercise such powers subject to such conditions and linjitations ;  as may be 
pecified in the notification. 

The Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall have the power to move the Court for 
an o?der under sectibns 4,5 and 13 and along with the child under section 3. 

 

45 of 1860 

17. The Child Marriage Prohibition Officers shall be deemed to be public servants Child Marriage
Prohibition within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code. 	. 	. 

- 	 - - 	 . -- 	 Officers to be 
- 	 hi3r,nn,nntc 
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Repeal and 	 21. (1) The Child Marriage RestraintAct, 1929 is hereby repealed. 	 19 of 1929. 
savings. 

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, all cases and other Proceedings pending or 
continued under the said Act at the commencement of this Act shall be continued and 
disposed of in accordance with the provisions of the repealed Act, as if this Act had 
not been passed. 

K N. 0-JATURVEDI, 
Secy. to the Govt ofIndia. 

II 

\ 

PRINTED BY THE MANAGER, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS, MINTO ROAD, NEW DELHI 
- 	AND PUBLISHED BY THE CONTROLLER OF PUBLICATIONS ]  DELHI, 2007. 	 - 

MGIPMRND-.54GI(S1)150127 
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.3 	30T1, 2008 

L3Th 1274(&).—'TMl9 t 31zs 239 * l 
(1) * ai*iuI ly, wç'dRi v.ic,gw, fqkw k *I 	itçifi * 

* 	(i* 	 * W4 4 5uk 5tM 
M'?11414' * fl 4) 3Tq—M4 #q TfZiq Oq * 	4, A M 
fkqg fAN a$T1PITr, 2006 (2007 T 6) rnu3l* atS 

7t 1kF1 * To Trm W.tI( qft 	T 71YT 

[tM.tf 11018/3/2008-7k}t1] 

t ITqft, I9W1 a 

1 

4, 
b  

New Delhi, the 30th May, 2008 

- 	S.O. 1274(E)—th pursuance of clause (I) of Article 
239 of the Constitution, the President hereby directs that, 
subject to the control of the President and until further 
orders, the Administrator of evety Union Territory (whether 
known as Lieutenant Governor or Administrator) in relation 
to their respective Union Territories shall also exercise the 
powers and discharge the functions ofthe State Government 
under the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 (6 of 
2007) and the rules made thereunder. 

[F.No. I 1018/3t2008-UTL] 

B. BHAMATFII, Jt. Secy. 

2060 01/2008 

Printed by the Manager, Govt. of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhh 10064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-I 10054. 

- 
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W.W. 1786(3T),—. ii M 31RT4, 2006 
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9, 2007 
afem 1ic'u 

[wL 	10-5/2007-I1R] 

e 
4282 GI/2007  

MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILI) DEVELOPMFNT 

NO'IlFICATION 

New Delhi, the 19th October, 2007 

S.O. 1786(E).—In exercise of the powers conferred 
by Sub-section (3)of Section 1 of the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006 (6 of 2007), the Central Government 
hereby appoints the 1st day of November, 2007, as the 
date on which the said Act shall come into force in the 
State of Himachal Pradesh. 

[K No. 10-S/2007-cM 

P. pOLINA, Jt. Secy. 

Printed by the Manager, Govt of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delbi-110064 
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. 
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• 	3 	. GOVERNMENT OF KERALA 

- 	 Social Welfare (B) Departmept. 

• 	. 	 NOTJFJCATIQN 

G. 0. (F) No. 18108/SWD. 	Dated, Thiruvananthapura?fl,-29th February, 2008. 

• 
S. K. 0. No. 246/2008.—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 19 of 

to Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 (Central Act 6 of 2007), the 

1 "Oovdrnment of Kerala.lierebymake the following rules, namely:—  

I 	.• 

- 	.• 	 . 	
- 	RULES 	- 

J*s 	

a 
Short title and cornrnencernent.—(1) These rules may be called the 

Kerala Prohibition of Child M -iage Rulei, 2008.' 	' 

	

a 	• 	- 

- 

• (2) They shall, come into force at once. - 

Definitions—In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,-

• 	 33182112008/DTP. 	 - - 	-. 	. 	•- 	
- 	a 



- 	 2. 
p. 

"Act" means the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 (Central Act 
6 of 2007); 

"Child Marriage Prohibition Officer" means an Officer appointed as 
such by the State Government under sub-section (1) of section 16 of the Act; 

"Chief Child Marriage Prohibition Officer" means an Officer of the 

State Government entrusted with the duties and responsibirities under these \inles; 

"Form" means, a foiw annexed to these rules; 

"Police Officer" means an Officer in the State Police Departme t; 

(0 "Section" means a section of the Act; 

"State Government" means the Government of Kerala; 

the words and expressions used .in these rules but not defined,shall 
have the meanings respectively assigned to them in the Act. 

3. Method of app.intment, duties and functions of Chi7d Marriage 
Prohibition Officer.—( I) The State Government shall, by notific ition in the 

Gazette, appoint Child Mairiage ProhibitionOfficers for such par- as may be 
specified in the notification. 

(2) In addition to the duties and functions assigned to a Ch!kLMarriage 

!rohlbition Officer under clauses(a) to (g) of sub-section (3) of section 16 of the 
t Act, it shall be the. duty of every Child Marriage Prohibition Officer- 

to act immediately upon any information of the solemnizati . of 
any child marriage that may be received through any mode of communication 
including written or oral i.e., through a letter, ie1ephone telegram, e-mail etc. or 
by any other means and torthwith initiate all necessaty action; . 

to furnish quarterly return and statistics to the Chief Child 
Marriage Prohibition Officer in Form I; 	: 

(c) to file petition for annuiilig a child marriage in the District 
Coürt•in the case if the petitioner is a minor; 
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to file petition before the District Court to pay maintenance to 

the female contracting party of the marriage until her remarriage; 

to file petition to the District Court for the custody and 

maintenance of children of the child marriage. 

4. Method of appoMtrnent. duties and functions of Chief Child M&riage 	¼ 

Pro)zibition Officer.—(l) The State Government shalt, by notification in the 

Gazette designate a Senior Offlcbr of the Social Welfare Department as the ChieL_ 

Child Marriage Prohibition Officer to administer ,and co-ordinate the work 
rjpg to Child Marriage Prohibiiion'throughout the State. 

The Chief Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall co-ordinate the 

work of Child Marriage Prohibition Officers and shall be responsible for the ' 

proper performance of the child marriage prohibition work in.the State. 

The Chief Child Marriage PrOhibition.Officër shall be responsible 

for the preparation and submission of an Annual! Report on the progress of 
implementation of the Act and related matters and of such statistics as may be 

equired from time to timeby the state Gdvemment. 	 " 

Iiladdition to the general dillies of monitoring and supervision.of 

the ifnplen- entation.óf the provisions of the Act, it shall be thp duty of'thc Chief 

Child Ma&iagc Prohibition Officer- 

- (a) to exercise general control, supaintendence and direction over all 

•ild Marriage Prohibition. Officers so much as the implementation of the Act 

Rules are concerned; ! 
I 

(b) to review periodically the functioning of Child Marriage 

Prohibition Officers acAss the State; 	 . 

- 	(c) to cause an annual status report on child marriage to be 

submitted to the State Goyemment 

(d) •to formulate schemes and programme for creating awareness, 

sensitizing the community and otganize training ts  functionaries of the cqncemed 

Departments;  
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(e) to 4ischarge such other functions and duties as may be assigned 
to lim by the State Government; 

- 	(f) to convene an annual review and strategy cohference on - 

prevention of child marriage; 

(g) to cause publication and wide circulation of the Act md Rules in 

Malayalam and English. 	 - 

	

5. Nodal Officer.—(l) The District Collector shall be the Nodal Officer at 	r 

the Districi Level for the purpose of implementation of the Act. 

(2) '  The District  Colletor shall periodically review the implementat 
of the Act within the respective District and take all necessary uieasures for the 
proper and effective implementation of the Act. 

6. Procedure for JulingComplaints.—(l) A complaint/information to the 

Child Marriage Prohibition Officd may be filed/given by any person in any form, 
written, phosie, eLmail etc. 

(2). On receipt oN complaint/information under sub-rule (1) of this 
rule, the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer thall record it in Form II and 
conduct a brief e'nquiry. 

For the conduct of en4uiry under ub-rnle (2) of this rule, he shall 
have the powers of a Police Officer under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 

• (central Act 2 of 1974) for the purpose ofinv,estigation, summoning of parties 
%nd witnesses, recording of statement etc. for discharging his duties uñt1erth 

• 	Act. 	 . 	.. 

All Station House Officers shall provide all such assistance to the\ 
Child Marriage Prohibition Officers in order to cany out his duties under the Act 
and Rules. 

Every Child Marriage Prohibition Offlcer shall submit his report is 
Form III to the concerned Judicial Magistrate of the First Class or the Chief 
Judicial Magistrate wjth his enquiry report. 

7. Production of Dccument.—It is the duty of the acôused party to fl.irnish 
the relevant document to the satisfaction of the Court to prove that the parties in 
the miniage are not chiidreu as defined in clause (a) of section-2 of the Act. 
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FoRM! 

[See rule 3 (2) (b)1 

Quarterly report under the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 

For the Quarter starting from:..............................to............................... 

Name of District 

Name .and address of the Child Marriage 
Prohibition Officer (with Phone No.) 

1. Total No. of complaints received 

2 Total No. of enquiries conducted 

Total No. of reports submitted to 
Courts 	 . 

Total No. of Injunction Order receivd 

Total No. of violations made by karties 

Total No. of maintenance, orders issued 

Total No. of punishment orders made 	: 

Total No. of Child Marriage successfiully 
prevented 

Total No. of residence o;ders made 
under section 4 

/lt Total No. of awareness pograms 
conducted 	 ' 

J 	
II. Total No. of review n1eetings of 	 - 

assislance conducted 

12. Any other information 

Signature of the Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer with Date. 

(Seal)  

t 
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FORM II 

[See rule 6 (2)] 

Child Marriage Information Report 

1. Name and Address of the 	. 
Complainant (with Phone No.) 

2. Name and Address of the 	(1) 
accused (with Phone No.) 

3. Particulars of the report 	. 	 4- 
Age and date of birth 

Address  

Present residence 

- d. Occupatio; 

Education 

Name and addres of parents 

Name and address of employer, if any: 

Any other relevant infprmation 

4. Short summary on the, circumstancps 
of the child marriage, 

5. Any other infonnation 

 

Signaturc of the Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer with Date. 

(Seal) 	 - 

S 	
t 



FORM III 

[See rule 6 (5)] 

Report of Child Marriage Prohibition Officer 

Summary of First Informatiou 

Relief required* 

I. Under section 3 of the Act 

• 2. Under section 4 of the Act, 

Under section Sof the Act 

Under section 13 of the Act 

Signature of the Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer with DaIIL 

(Seal) 

a 

List of EncIosurs: 	- 

1. Age Certificate if any 

Copy of Complaint if any 
/ 	i 	.......................................... 

I * [Add separate sheet if required] 

I' 

By order of the Governor, 

DR. USHA TITUS, 
Secretaty to (Jovernment. 



Explanatory Note 

(This does not form part of the notification, but is intended to indicate 

its general purport.) 

Sub-section (1) of section 19 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 
(Central Act 6 of 2007) empowels the State Government to n2ake rules for 
carrying out the purposes of the Act. Government have now decided to make 

rules.  

This notification is intended to achkve the above purpose. 

Of 

(I 
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MINI9114Y OF WOMEN AND UJIU) DEVELOPMENT 

NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 30th October, 2007 

5.0: 1850(E).—lii exercise of the powers conferred 
by Subse?tion  (3) of Sectiori'1 of the Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006 (6 of 2007), the Central Government 
hereby appoints the 1st day of November, 2007, as the 
date on which the said Act shall come into force. 

[F. No10-5t2 	cr 

P. BOLIINA, 

r 

4382Cil!20[)7 	 • • 

- 	 : 	 Printed by the Manager, Govt. of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New IJelhi-1.10064 
and Published by the Controller- of Publications, Delhi-110054. - 
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GOVERNMENFOFKERALA 

LAw (LegislitionPublieation) Department 

NOTIFICATION 
4 

No. 13945/Leg. Pbn.3/071Law. 	Daed, Thiruvananthapurwn, 18:!, 'June 2007.. 

The following Act of Parliament, published in the Gazette of India, 
Extraordinal% Part II, Sectiod I, dated the I 1g  January, 2007 is hereby republished 
for generaJ information. The Bill as passed by the Houses of !ar1ment  reècived 
the assent of the President on the 10th  January, 2007. 

• 	 . 	. 	
• 	By order of the Governor, 

- 	 . 	 - P. S. GOPINATHAN; 

- •. 	.. 	 - 	- 	 Law Secretary. 

I - 

C. 610/2007/1)TP. 
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THE PROHIBITION OF CHILD MARRIAGE ACI' 2006 

(Acr No. 6 OF 2007) 

AN. 

ACT 

tO proyide for The prohibition of solemniso!iOn of child izarriages and 

for matters 'connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

OE it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-seventh Yeaç of the Republic of 

India as folIo,s:— 	- 

I. - Short title, extent and thinménceznent.—(l) This Act may be calThd the 
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006. 

d 

It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and 
Kashrnfr, and it ipplies also to all citizens of India-without and beyond India: 

Provided that nothing contained in this Act shall apply to the Renoricanis 
of the Union territory of Pondicherry. 

It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, 
by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint; and diffetent dates may be 
apj,ointed for different States and any teference in any provision to the - 
commentement 'of this Act shall be constnied in relation to any State as a 
reference to -the corning  into force of that proVision in that State. 

Definitions—In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, 

- (a) "child" means a pers'on who, if a male, has not completed 
twenty-one years of age, and if a-female, has not completed eighteen years of 
age;  

- 	(b) "child miriiage" means a marriage to which either of- the 
contracting parties is a child; 	• 	 . - 

- (c) "contnctinparty", in relation to a marriage, mes either of the 
parties whose marriage is or is about to be thereby olemnised; 

S 

(d) "Child Marriage Prohibition Officer" includes the Child Marriage 
Prohibition Officer appointed under sub-section (1) of sectin 16; 



(e) "district court" jeans, in any area for which a Family Court 
established under section 3 of the Family Courts Act, 1984 (66 of 1984) exists, 
such Family C&irt, and in any area for which there is no Family Court but a city 
civil court exists,.that court and in any other area: the principal civil couft of 
original jurisdiction and includes any other dvii court which may be specified by 
the State Govemmenc by notification in the Official Gazette, as having jurisdiction 
in respect of the matters dealt within this Act; 

(I) "minor" means a persdn who, under the provisions of the Majority 
Acç 1875 (9 of 1875) is to be deemèd'nOt to have attained his majority. 

0.Child marriages to be voidable at the option of cotracting patty being 

a child.—(1) Every child marriage, whether solemnised before or after the 
commencement of this Act, shall be voidable at the option of the contracting 
patty who was a child at the time 'of the marriage: - -. 

at ' 	Pràvided that a petition for 'annulling a child marriage by  a decree f 
-nullity zay be filed in the-district court only by a contracting party to the 
marriage who was a 'child at the time of the marriage. 

If 'at.the time of filing a petition, the petitioner is a minor, the petition 
may be filed through his or her guardian or next friend along with the Child 

- Marriage Prohibition Officçr.  

The petition under this section may be filed at any time but before the 
child filing the 'petition completes two yers of:attaining majority. 

While granting a decree of nullily üqder this section, the district court 
shall make an order directing both the parties to the mathae and their parents or 
theivardians to return to the other party, his or her parents or guardian, as the 
case may be: the money, valuables, ornaments and other gifts rceived on the 
occasion pf the marriage by them from the other side, or an amount equal to the 
value of such valuables, ornaments, other gifts and money: 

Provided that no order under this section shall be passed unless the 
concerned parties have been given.notices to appear before the district court and 
show caue' why such order should not be passed. 

• 	.4. Provision jo'i' maintenance and residence to female contracting party 
to- child'marriage.—(.l) While granting a de'cree under section 3, the district court 
may also make an interim or final order directing the malecontracting party to 
the child marriage, and in case the m'le contracting party to such marriage is' a 
minor, his parent or guar&an to pay maintenance to the female contracting.jrty 
to the marriage until her remarriage.  

S. 
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- 	

(2) The .qu~',-nmn of maintenance payable shall be determined by the 

district court having regard to ; needs of the child, the.lifestyle enjoyed by 

such child during her marriage and the meaás Gi! i1come of the paying party. 

• 	
-(3) The amount of maintenance may bc directed to be paid rnoiithiY Of in 

- Pum. 

(4) In case the party making the petition under section 3 is tjie female 
contracting party the district court may-also make a suitab!e order as to • her 
residence until her remarriage. - - 

• Custody and maiiztenance of children of child marriages.—( I)- Where-
• there are children born of the child marriage, the distrkt court shall make an 

appropriate order for the custody of such children. 

• 	(2) Whilc rnakingan order for the -custody of a child under this seclion, 
the welfare and best interests of the child shall Be The paramount consideration 
to be given by the district court. 	- 	 - 

An order for custody of a child may also include appropriate 
directions for giving to the other party access to the child in such a manner as 
may best serve the interests of the child, and such other orders as the district 
court may, in the interest of the child, deem proper. 	- 

- The district curt may also make an appropriate order for providing 
maintenance to the child by a party to the marriage or their parents or guardians. 

Legitimacy of children born of child marriages—N ot(vithstanding that a 
child marriage has been annulled by a decree of nullity under section 3, every 
childgotten or conceived of such marriage before the decree is made, whether 
born fore or after the comthencement of this Act, shall be deemed to be a 
legitima'te child for all purposes. - 

Power. of district court to modify orders issued under section 4 or 
section 5.—The district court shall have the power to add, to, tnodifS' or revoke 
any order made under section 4 or section 5 and if there is any change - in the 

- circumstances at any time during the pendency of,the petition and even after the 
final disposal of the petitioQ. 	 -. 

& Court to which pefition should be made.—For the purpose - of grant of 
reliefs under' sections -3, 4 and 5, the district court having jurisdiction shall 
inèlude the district court having jurisdiclion over the place Where the defendant 
or the child resides, or where the maniaje was solemnised or where the parties 
last resided together or the petitioner is residiig on the date of presentation of 

- the petition. 	- 	 •• 	 - 	 - 



- 

• 9. Punishment for male adult marring a child—Whoever, being a male 
• adult above eighteen years of age, contracts a child marriage shall be punishable 
with rigorous imprisonthent which may ex!end to two years or with fine, which 
may extend to one lakh rupees or with both. 

• 	io: Punishment for s6lethnising a child ntarriage.—Whoever perfonns, 
- conducts, directs or abets any child marriage shall be punishable with rigorous 

inrisonment which may extend to two years and shallbelaible to fine which 
may exteuãiune.lakh rupees unless he proves that he had reasons to believe 

• 	that the marriage was'iaCh!1d marriage.  

• 	Punishment for promoting 01, jC5!19flt solemnisa!ion of child 

marriogks.—(l) Where a child contracts a child 	any person having 

charge of the dhild, whether as parent or guardian or any other prsofl or in any 
other capacity, lawful or unlawful, including any member of an organ isa Z??u. .or 

• association of persons who doe any act to promote the marriage or permits it 
jo be solemnised, or'negligently fails to prevent it from being solemnised, 
including attpnding oi participating in a child marriage, shall be punishable .with 
rigorous Imprisonment which may extend to two years and shall also be liable to 
fme which may. extend up to one lakh rupees:  

-I 	 - 	 • 

Provided that no woman-shall be punishable with imprisonment. - 	•- 

(2) For the purposes of this sectioi, it shall be presumed, unless and until 
the contrary is pro'ed. that where a minor child has contracted amarriage, the 
person having charge .of such minor child has negligently faild to prevent the 

• marriage .fiom being solèmnised.  

I Martiage of a minor child to bevid in certain cir'cumstance&.— 
Wher 	child, being awinorr' 	. 

is takenoi enticed out of the keeping of the lawful guardian; or - 

by force complelled, &rby any deceitful means induced to go from any.. 
• plae; or  

is sold - foi the purpose of marriage; and made to go through a fSmi of. 
marriage or if the minor is married after which the minar is sold or trafficked or 
used for immoral purposts, 	. 	 . 

. such marriage shall be ndl and voict -. 	 • • - 

13. Power of court to issue injunction prohibiting child marriAges.—(lJ 
Notwithstanding anythihg to the contrary, contained in this Act, if, on an 

• applieation of the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer or on receipt of information - 
through a 'complaint or otherwise from any person, a 'Judicial Magistrate of the 

I, 

• 	 ,. 	 . 	 -• 

• 	 • 	 • 	- 	. 	 . 	 . 	. 	• 
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first class of a Metropolitan Magistrate is. satisfied that a child marriage in 
contravention of this Act has been arranged or is about to be solemnised, such 

•t Magistrate shall 'issue an injunction against any person incltiding a member of 
an organisation or an association of persons prohibititcg such marriage. 

• 	(2) A complaint under sub-section (1) may be made byany  person having 
personal knowledge or reason to believe, and a non-governhiental organisition 
having reasonable information, relating to the likelihood of taking place of 
solemnisation of a child marriage or'child marriages. 

(3) The Court of the Judicial Magistrate 'of the first class or the 
M&OPolitan Magistrate may also take suo moW cognizance on the basis of any 
retablereportorinfomntibn. 

• 	- (4);For the purposes of preventing solennnisatio of mass child marriages on 
certain days such as Akshaya Truuz)'a, the District Magistrate shall be deemed to 
be the Child Marriage Prohibition Offirer with all powers as are conferred on a 
Child Marriake  Prohibition Officer by Jr unqer this Act. ' 

The District Magistrate shall also have additional powers'to stop or 
prevent,solemhisation of child rnairiages and for this purpose, he may take'all 
aipropriate measures and use the minimum lorce 'required.  

No injuntion upder sub-setion (I) shall be issued against any person or 
member of any organisation or association of persons unless the Court has 

• previously given notice to such Person, members of the orgahisation or 
association of persons, as the case may be, and has offered him oz  them an 
oportunity to show cause againt the issue of the injunction: 

'.Provided that i&thecase of any urgency, the Court shall have ,the powr to' 
issi'e at; jnterim injunctiori without giving any notice un4er this section.. 

t(7) An injunction issued under sub-section (l)may be confirmed or vacated 
after giving notice and hearing the party against whom the injunction was 
issued. , . ' . • 

(8) The Court may either onjts own motion r.ori the ajplication of any 
• person aggrieved, rhcind ot atter anjnjunction issued under sub-section (1). 

,(9) Where an application is received uner sub-section (I), the Cotirt shall 
• afford the applicant an early opportunity of áppéaring before it either In person or• 

by an advocate and if the Court, after hearing the applicant rejects the applitatioh 
wholly or in part, it shall record in writing its reasons for so doing. 	- 

	

• 	t 	(10) Whoever knowing that an injunction has been issued under sub-sectio,n 
(I) against him disobeys such injunction shall be punishable, with imprisOnnienf 
of either description for a tarn which may extend to two years or with fine 'which 

may extend-to ohe lakh rupees or with both: ' - 

- '- 

a- 
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Provided that no wUman shall be punishable with imprisonment. 

14. Child marriages in contravention of injunction orders to be void.-

Any child marriage solemnised in contravention of an injunction order issued' 
under section 13, whether interim or• final, shall be void ab initio. 

is. Offences to 'be congnizable and non-bailable.—Notwithstanthng 
anything contained iii the Code of Criminal Proëedure,.1973(20f 1974) an 
offence punishable underthis Act shall be cognizable and non-bailable. 

16. Child Marriage Prohibition OfJIcers.—(l) The State Government shall, 
by n fication in the Official Gazette, appoint for the whole State, or such pan 

• ther as may be specified in that notification, an oflicer or officeis to be known 
as the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer having jurisdiction over the area or arear 
specified in the notification. - -. 

The State Government may also request a respecthble mem)er of 
the locality with a recbrd of social service or an officer of the Gram Panchayat of 
Muncipality or an officer of the Government or any public sector undertaking or 
an office bearer of any non:governmental organisation to assist the Child 
Marriage Pmhib'itiori Officer and such member, officer or oflibe' bearer, as the case 
may be, shall be bound to act accordingly. 

It shall be the duty of the Child .Mathage Prohibition Oulicer-
(a) to prevent solemnisation of child marriages by taking such action 

- as, he may deS fit; 

- 	' (b) to collett evidence for the effective prosecution of persons 
contravening the.provisions of this Act; 	. 	. 

to advise eithcr individual cases or counsel the residents of the 
loca 	generally not to indulgc in promoting, helping, aiding or allowing the 
solemnisatton of child marriages; 

to create awareness of the evil which results from child 
• marriages; 	 - 

to sensitize the community on 'the issue of -child itiarriages; 

'(1) to furnish such periodical returns and' statistics as the State' 
Government may direct; and 

• , 	(g) to discharge such other functions and duties as may be 
assigned to him, by the State Govemmen't 	 . - 

- 	(4) The State Government Say, by notification in the Offlcil Gazette, 
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subject to such conditions and limitations, invest the. Child Marriage Pröhibition 

	

• 	Officer with such powers of a police officer as may be specified in the notification 

	

• 	and the Child MaiTiage Prohibition Officer shall exercise such powers subject to 	
: 

sucli conditions and limitations, as may be specified in the notification: 

(5) The Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall have the power to move - 

- 

	

	the Court for an brder under sections 4, Sand 13 and along with the child under 

'section3.  

17. Child Marriage Prohibition Officers to be public servanls. —The Child.  

	

• 	1 -riage Prohibition Officers shall be deemed to be public servants within the 

• 	- meaning of section 2 1(45 of 1860) of the Indian Penal Code. 

iS. Protection of adion taken in good faith—Wo suit, prosecution or other - 

• . - legal proceedthgs shall lie against the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer in rnspect' 

of anything in goodfaith,done or intended to be done in pursuance of this Act 

	

• 	or any rule or order made thereunder.  

19; Power of State Governmenito make rutes.—{1) The State Government 

may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the 

provisions of this Act.. - 

(2) 'Every-rule made under -this Act shall, as soon as may be after it is 

tnade,bt laid before the State Legislature. 	 - 

• 	20. An:endrnentof Act No.25 of 1955.—In the Hindu Mariiage Act, 1955, in 

section IS, for clause (a), the folhwing_clause shall be substituted, namely:— 

• 	
"(a) in the case of contravention of the condition specified in clause iii) 

of sectioi-S'with rigorous imprisonrneni,c&hich may extend to two years or with 

frne which may extend to one lath Eupees, or with both". 

• ' 	• 21. Repeal and savings—ti) the Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 

(I? of 1929) is hereby repealed. - 	-. 
• 	

(?) Notwithstanding such repeal, all cases ñnd other proceedings pending 

or continued under the said Act at the comhiencement of this Act shall be 

continued and disposed of in accordance with the provisions of the repealed Act; 

as if this Act had not been patsed.  
• 	 - 	 S. 

I 	 •. 	 . 	
a 

* 
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GOVERI'4IvIENF OF KERALA, 

Law (Legislation-Publication) Department 

- 	 . 	NOTIFICATION 

No. 13945/Leg. Pbn.3/07/Law. 	Dated, Thiruvananthapurani, 18t/i June 2007 

The following Act of Parliament, published in the Gazette of Indü, 
Extraordinary, Part II, Section I. dated the 11th  January, 2007 is hereby republished 
for general information. The Bill, as passed by the Houses of Parliament received 
the assent of the President on the 10 "  January, 2007. 

By order of the Governor, 

P. S. G0PINATIUN, 
Law Secretary. 

C. 670/2007/DTP 
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THE PROHIBITION OF CHILD MARRIAGE ACT, 2006 

(Arr No. 6 OF 2007) 

AN 

ACT 

to provide for the prohibition. of solemnisation of child marriages and 
for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty-seventh Year of the Republic of 
India as follows:- 

I. Short title, extent and commencement.—(1) This Act may be called the 
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006. 

It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir,and it applies also to all citizens of India without and beyond India: 

Provided that nothing contained in this Act shall apply to the Renoncants 
of the Union territory of Pondicherry. 

It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, 
by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint; and different dates may be 
appointed for different States and any reference in any provision to the 
commencement of this Act shall be construed in relation to any State as a 
reference to the coming into force of that provision in that State. 

2. Definitions—In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,- 

"child" means a person who, if a male, has not completed 
twenty-one years of age, and if a female, has not completed eighteen years of 
age; 

"child marriage" means a marriage to which either of the 
contacting parties is a child; 

"contracting party", in relation to a marriage, means either of the 
parties whose marriage is or is about to be thereby solemnised; 

'Child Marriage Prohibition Officer" includes the Child Marriage 
Prohibition Officer'appointed under sub-section (1) of section' 16; 



(e) "district court" means, in any area for which a Family Court 
established under section 3 of the Family Courts Act, 1984(66 of 1984) exists, 
such Family Court, and in any area for which there is noFamily Court but a city 
civil court exists, that court and in any other area, the principal civil court of 
original jurisdiction and includes ahy other civil court which may be specified by 
the State Government, by notification in the Official Gizette, as having jurisdiction 
irkrespect of the matters dealt with in this Act; - 

- 	(f) "minor" means a person who; under the provisions of the Majority 
Act, 1875 (9 of 1875) is to be deemed not to have attained his majority. 

3. Child marriages to be ioidable at the option of contracting party being 
a child_L(I) Every child marriage, whether solemnised before or after the 
commencement of this Act shall be voidable at the-option of the contracting 
party who was a child atjhe time of the marriage: - 

- 	Provided that a petition for attnulling a child marriage by a decree of 
nullity may be filed in the district court only by a contracting party to the 
marriage who was ii child at the time of the marriage. 	- 

If at the time of filing a petition, the petitioner is a minor, the petition 
may be filed through his or her guarditn or next frijid along with the Child 

- Marriage Prohibition Officer. 

The Petition under this section may be filed at any time but before 'the 
child filing the petition completes two years of attaining majority. 

While granting a decree of nullity under this section, the district court 
shall make an order directing both the parties to the maçriage and their parents or 
their guardians to return to the othef party his or her parents or guardian, as the 

• casmay be, the money, valuables, ornaments and other gifts received on the 
occasion of the marriage by them from the other side, or in amount equal to the 
value of such valuables, ornaments, other gifts and money: - 

Provided that no order under this section shall be pased unless the 
concerned parties have been given notices to appear before the district court and 
show cause why such order should not be passed. 

4. Provision for maintenance and residence to female contthcting patty 
to child -marriage.----(I) While granting a decree under section 3, the district court 
may also make an interim or final order directing the male contracting party to 
the child marriage, and in case the - male contracting party to such marriage is a 
minor, his parent or guardian to pay maintçnance to the female contracting party 
to the marriage until her remarfiage. . - - 



The quantum of maintenance payable shall be determined by 11* 
distrkt court having regard to the needs of the chiId the lifestyle enjoyed by 
such child during her marriage and the means of income of the paying party. 

The amount of maintenance may be directed to be paid monthly or in 
lump sum. 	 -. 	 - 

In case the party making the petition under section 3 is the female 
contracting party the district court may also make a suftable order as to her 
residence until her remarriage. 	 S 	 - 

5, Custody and maintenance of children of child marriages.—(1) Where 
there are' children born of the child mahiage, the district court shall make an 
appropriate order for the custody of such children. 

While making an or'der for the chstody of a child under this section, 
the welfare and best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration 
to be given by the district court. 

An order for custody of a child may also include appropriate 
directions for giving to the other party access to the child in such a manner as 
may best serve the interests of the child, and such other orders as the district 
court thay, in the interesrof the child, teem proper. 

The district court may also make an appropriate order for providing •  
maintenance to the child by a party to the marriage or their parents or guardians. 

Legitimacy of children born of child marriages—Notwithstanding that a 
child marriage has been annulled by a decree of nullity under section 3, every 
child begotten or conceived of such marriage befote the decree is made, whether 
born before or after the cOmmencement of this Act, shall be deemed to be a 
legitimate child for all ptgposes. 

Power. of district court to modify orders issued under section 4 or 
section 5.—The district court shal) have the power to add to, modify or revoke 
any order made under section 4 or section 5 and if there is any change in the 
circumstances at any time during the pelidency of the pehtion and even after the 
final disposal of the petition. 

Court to which petition should be made—for the purpose of grant of 
reliefs under sections 3, 4 and 5, the district court having jurisdiction. shall 
include the district court having jurisdiction over the place where the defendant 
or the child resides, or where the marriage was solemnised or where the parties - 
last resided together or the petitioner is residing on the date of presentation of 
the petition. 
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a . Punishment for male adult marrying ac/uld.—Whoèver, being a malC 
adult above eighteen years of age, contracts a child marriage shall be punisha1e 
with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years or with fine which• 

E# may extend to one lakh rupees or with both. 

10. Punishment for solemnising a child marriage—Whoever performs, 
conducts, directs or abets any child marriage shall be punishable with rigor9u• 
imprisonment which may extend to two years and shall be laible to fine which 
may extend to one Jakh rupees unless he proves that he had reasons to believe 
that the marriage was not a child marriage. - 

11. Punishment for promoting or permitting solemnisation of child 
inarriages.—(l) Where a child contracts a child mariage, any person having 
charge of the child; whether as parent or guardian or any other person or in any 
other capacity, lawful or unlawful, including any member of an organisation or 
association of persçns who does any act to promote the marriage or petmits it 
to be solemnised, or negligently fails to prevent it from being solemnised, 
including attending or participating in a child marriage, shall be punishable with 
rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years and shall also be liable to 
fine which may extend up to one lakh rupees: 

- Provided that no woman shall be punishable witl imprisonment.. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, it shall be presumed, unless and until 
the contrary is proved, that where a minor child has contracted a marriage, -the 
person having charge of such minor child has negligently faild to prevent the 
marriage from being solemnised. 

12. Marriage of a minor child to be void in certain circumstances.-
Where a child, being a minor- 

• 	(a) is taken or enticed out of the keeping of-the lawful guardian; or 	- 

by force complelled, or by any deceitful means induced to go from any 
place; or 	 - 

is sold for the purpose of marriage; and made to go through a form of 
marriage or if the minor is married after which the-minor is sold or trafficked or 
used for immoral purposes, 

such marriage shall be null and void. 

13. Power of court to issue injunction prohibiting child marriages—(1) 
• Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained inthis Act, if. op an 

application of the Child Marriage Prohibition Offker or on receipt of information 
through a complaint or otherwise from aiiy person, a Judicial Magistrate of the 



gin 
first class or a Metroolitan Magistrate is satisfied that a child marriage 
contravention of this Act has been arranged or is about to be solemnised, such.  
Magistrate' shall issue an injunction against any person including a member of 
an organisätion or an association of 'persons prohibiting such marriage. 

A complaint undâr sub-section'(l) may be made by any person having 
personal knowledge or reason to believe, and a non-governmental organisatibn 
having reasonable information, relating to the likelihood of taking place of 
solernnisation of a child marriage or child marriages. 

The €ourt of the Judicial Magistrate of the firsf class or the 
Metropolitan Magistrate may also take suo motu cognizance on the basis of any 
reliable report or information. 	 40 

For the purposes of preventing solemnisation ofmass child marriages on 
certain days such as Akshaya Trutiya, the District Magistrate shall be deemed to 
be the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer with all powers as are conferred on a 
Child Marriage Prohibition Officer by or under this Act. 

• (5) The District Magistrate shall also have additional powers to stop or 
pfevent solenmisation of churL marriages and for this purpose, he may take all 
appropriate measures and use the minimum force required. 

No injunétion under sub-setion (1) shall be issued against any péçson or 
member of any organisation or association of persons unless the Court ha 
previously given notice to such person, members of the organisation or 
association of persons, as the case may be, and has offered him or them an 
opportunity to. show cause against the issue of the injunction: 

Provided that in the cage of any urgency, the Court shall have the power to 
issue an interim injunction without giving any notice under this section. 

An injunction issued under sub-section (1) may-be confirmed or vacated 
after giving notice and hearing the party against whom the injunction was 
issued. 

The Court may either on its own motion or on the application of any 
person aggrieved, rescind or alter an injunction issued under sub-section (1). 

Where an application is received under subsection (1), the Court shall 
afford the applicant an early opportunity of appearing before it either in person or 
by an advocate and if the Court, after hearing the applicant rejects the applicition 
wholly or in part, it shallrecord in Writing its reasons for so doing. 

Whoever knowing that an injunction has been issued under sub-section 
(1) against him disobeys such Injunction shall be punishable with imprisonment 
of either descriptionior a term *hich may extend to two years or with fme \vhich 
may extend to one lakh rhpees or with both: 
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Provided that no woman shall be punishable with imprisonment. 

Child marriages in contraventioli of injunction orders to he void.-
Any child marriage solemnised in contravention of an injunctiôn order issued 
under section 13, whether interim or final, shall be void at' initio. 

Offences to be congnizable and non-bailable—Notwithstanding 
anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973(2 of 1974) an 
offence punishable under this Act shall be cognizable and non-bailable. 

Child Marriage Prohibition Officers—(I)  The State Government èhall, 
by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint for the whole State, or such part 

• thereof as maybe specified in that notification,  an officer or officers to be known 
as the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer having jurisdiction tiwer the area or areas 
specified in the notification. 

(2) The State Government may also request a respectable member of 
the locality with a record of social service or an officer of the Gram Panchayat or 
Muncipality or an officer of the Government or any public sçctor undertaking or 
an office bearer of any-non-governmental organisation to assist the Child 
Marriage Prohibition Officer and such member, officer or office bearer, as the case 
may be, shall be bound to act accordingly. 

(3) It shall be the duty of the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer- 
to prevent solemnisation of child marriages by taking such action 

as he may deem fit; 

to collect evidence for the effective prosecution of persons 
contravening the provisions of this Act; 

( to advise either individual cases or counsel the residents of the 
locality generally not to indulge in promoting, helping, aiding or allowing the 
solemnisation of child marriages; 

to create awareness of the evil which results from child 
marriages; 

to sensitize the community on the issue of child marriages; 

to furnish such periodical retUrns and statistics as the Stare 
Government may direct; and 

.to discharge such other functions and duties as may be 
assigned to him by the State Government, 

(4) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 



subject to such conditions and limitations,.invest th Child Marriage ProhibitS." .. 
Officer with such powers of a police officer as may be specified in the notification 
and 'the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall exercise such powers subject to 
such conditions and limitations, as may be specified in the notification. 

(5) The Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall have the power to move 
the Court for an order under sections 4, 5 and '13 and along with the child under 

section 3. 

17. Child Marriage Prohibition Officers. to be public servants—The Child 

Marriage Prohibition Officers shalt be deemed to be public servants within thee 
meaning of section' 21(45 of 1860) of the Indian Penal Code. 

18.J'rotection of action taken in good faith—No suit, prosecution or other 
legal proceedings shall lie against the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer in respect. 
of anything in good faith done or intended to be done in pursuance of this Act 
or any rule or order made thereunder. 

Power of State Qove;nment to make rules.--(1) The State'Governrnent 

may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the 
provisions of this Act. 

(2) Every rule made under this Act shall, as soon as may be after it is 

made, be laid before the State Legislature. 

Amendment of Act No.25 of 1955.—In the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, in 

section 18, for clause (a), the following clause shall be substituted, namely:- 

"(a) in the case of contravention of the condition specified in clause (iii) 

of section 5, with .rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years or with 
fine which may extend to one lakh rupees, or with both". 

Repeal anji savings.—(1) The Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 

(19 of 1929) is hereby repealed.  

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, all cases and other proceedings pending 
or continued under the ?said Act at the commencement of this Act shall be 
dontinued and disposed of in accordance with the provisions of the repealed Act, 

as if this Act had not been passed. 
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THE PROHIBITION OF CHILD MARRIAGE WLL, 2006 

(As PASSED BY 	OUSES OF PARLIAMENT) 

A 
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BILL 

• 	 to provide for the prohibition ofsolemnisation of child marriages and for matters 
connected therewith or incidental thereto: 

Bi "it enacted by Pal-liament in the Fifty-seventh Year of the Republic of India as 
follows:- 

1 .(/) ihisAct maybe called the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006. 	 Shori (ilk, 
- 	 extent and 

It extends to the whole-of India ,6xcept the State of Jammu and Kashmir; and it commeticentern, 

applies also to all citizens of India without and beyond India: 	- 

Provided that nothing contained in this Act shall apply to the Renoncants of the 
Union territory ofPondicherry. - 

It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by notification 
in the Official Gazette, appoint; and different dates may be appointed foi different States -and 
any reference in any provision to the commencement of this Act shall be construed in 
relation to any State as a reference to the coming into force of that provision in that State. 

•___. 	 • 	 - 	- 	' 	

, 

I t 



Definitions 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,- 

 

 

(a) "child" means a person who, if a male, has not completed twenty-one years 
of age, and if a female, has not completed eighteen years of age; 

(Li) "child marriage" means a marriage to which either of the contracting parties 
isachild;  

"contracting party", in relation to a marriage, means either of the parties 
whose marriage is or is about to be thereby solemnised; 

"Child Marriage Prohibition Officer" includes the Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer appointed under sub-section (1) of section 16; 

"district court" means, in any area for which a Family Court established under 
section 3 ofthe Family Courts Act, 1984 exists, such Family Court, and in any area for 66 of 1984. 

which there is no Family Court but a city civil court exists, that court and in any other 
area, the principal civil court of original jurisdiction and includes any other civil court 
which may be specified bythe State Government, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
as having jurisdiction in respect of the matters dealt with in this Act; 

Q) "minor" means a person who, under the provisions of the MajorityAct, 1875 9 of 1875 

is to be deemed not to have attained his majority 

3. (1) Every child marriage, whether solemnised before or after the commencement of 
this Act, shall be voidable at the option of the contracting party who was a child at the time 
ofthe marriage: 

Provided that a petition for annulling a child marriage by a decree ofnullity may be filed 
in the district court only by a contracting partyto the marriage who_was a child at the time of 
the marriage. 

If at the time of filing a petition, the petitioner is a minor, the petition may be filed 
through his or her guardian oFnext friend along with the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer. 

The petition under this section may be filed at any time but before the child filing 
the petition completes two years of attaining majority. 

While granting a decree of nullity under this section, the district court shall make an 
order directing both the parties to the marriage and their parents or their guardia'ns to return 
to the other party, his or her parents or guardian, as the case may be, the money, valuables, 
ornaments and other gifts received on the occasion of the marriage by them from the other 
side, or an amount equal to the value if such valuables, ornaments, other gifts and money: 

Provided that no order under this section shall be passed unlessihç concerned parties 
have been given notices to appear before the district court and show cause why such order 
should not be passed. 

Prevision for 	4. (1) While granting a decree under section 3, the district court may also make an 
maintenance 	interim or final order directing the male contracting party to the child marriage, and in case the 
and residence male contracting party to such marriage is a minor, his parent or guardian to pay maintenance 

contracting 	to the female contracting party to the marriage until her remarriage. 
parry to child 	(2) The quantum of maintenance payable shall be determined by the district court mUffrnagge 	

having regard to the needs of the child, the lifestyle enjoyed by such child during her 
marriage and the means of income of the paying party. 

The amount of maintenance may be directed to be paid monthly or in lump ;um. 

In case the party making the petition under section 3 is the female contracting party. 
the district court may also make a suitable order as to her residence until her remarriage. 

Custody and 	5. (1) Where there are children born ofthe child inarriage,the district court shall make 
maintenance 	an appropriate order for the custody of such children. - 
of children of 
child marriages. 

Child 
irarriages to 
he voidable at 
the option or 
contracting 
parl being a 
child. 

p 
I 
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While making an order forthe custody ofa child under this section, the welfare and 
best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration to be given by the district 
court. 	 - 

An order for custody of a child may also include appropriate directions for giving 

to the other party access to the child in such a manner as may best serve the interests of the 

child, and such other orders as the district court may, in the interest ofthe child, deem proper. 

The district court may also make an appropriate order for providing maintenance to 
the child by a party to the marriage or their parents or guardians. 	 - 

a Notwithtanding that a child marriage has been.annulled by a decree of nullity, under Legitimacy of 
section 3, every child begotten or conceived of such marriage before the,decree is made, children born 

whether born before or after the commencement of this Act, shall be deemed to be a legitimate 01 child  
child for all purposes. marriages.  - 	. The district court shall have the power to add to, modi' or revoke any order made Power of 
under section 4 or sectionS and ifthere is any change in the circumstances at any time during district court 

the pendency of the petition and even after the final disposal of the petition. 
ordrs issued 
under section 
4 or section 5. 

For the purpose ofgrant ofreliefs under sections 3,4 and 5, the district cOurt having Court to which 
jurisdiction shall include the district court having jurisdiction over the place where the ption should 
defendant or the child resides, or where the marriage was solemnised or where the parties last be made. 

resided together or the petitioner is residing on the date of presentation of the petition. 

Whoever, being a male adult above eighteen years ofage, contracts a child marriage Punishment 
shall be punishable with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years or with fine for mate adult 
which may extend to one lakh rupees or with both. 	- 	 martying a 

Whoever performs, conducts, directs or abets any child marriage shall be punishable Puoishmeiir tbr 
with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two yers and shaH be liable to fine which 50Jcmiiting a 

may extend to one lakh rupees unless he proves that he had reasons to believe that the child marriage. 

marriage was not a child marriage. 

(1) Where a child contracts a child marriage, any peron having charge ofthe child, Punishment 
whether as parent or guardian or any other person or in any other capacity, lawful orunlawful, for promoting 

including any member of an organisation or association of persons who does any act to 
promote the marriage or permits it to be solemnised. or negligently fails to prevent it from \ of chitd 
being solemnised, including attending or participating in a child marriage, shall be punishable marriages 
with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years and shall also be liable to fine 
which may extend up to one lakh rupees: 

Provided that no woman shalt be punishable with imprisonment. 

(2For the purpoies of this section, it shall be presumed, unless and until the contrary 
is proved, that where a minor child has contracted a marriage, the person having charge of 

such minor child has negligently failed to prevent the marriage from being solemnised. 

Where a child, being a minor.—' : Marriage of a 

is taken or enticed out of the keeping of the lawful guardian; or 
minor child to 
be void in 

by force compelled, or by any deceitful means induced to go from any place: 
certain 
circumstances 

or 

is sold for the purpose of marriage; and made to go through a form of marriage 

or if the minor is married after which One minor is sold or trafficked or used for immoral 
purposes. 

such marriage shall be null and void.  

7 
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Power of 	 13. (1) Notwithstanding anything to the contray contained in this Act, if, on an 
court to issue applicätioh of the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer or onreceipt of information through a 
injunctom 
Prohibiting 	

complaint or otherwise from any person, a Judicial Magistrate of the first class or a 

child 	 Metropolitan Magistrate is satisfied that a child marriage in contravention of this Act has 
marriages, 	been arranged or is about to be solemnised, such Magistrate shall issue an injunction 

against any person including a member of an organisation or an association of persons 
prohibiting such marriage.  

A complaint under sub-section (1) may be made by any person having personal 
knowledge or reason to believe, and a non-governmental organisation having reasonable 
information, relating to the likelihood oftaking place ofsolemnisation of a child marriage or 
child marriages. 

The Court of the Judicial Magistrate ofthe first class or the Metropolitan Magistrate 
may also take suo motu cognizance on the basis of any reliable report or information. 

For the purposes of preventing solcmnisation of mass child marriages on certain 
days such as Akshava Trutiya, the District Magistrate shall be deemed to be the Child 
Marriage Prohibition Officer with all powers as are conferred on a Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer by or under thisAct. 

The District Magistrate shall also have additional powers to stop or prevent 
solemnisation of child marriages and for this purpose, he may take all appropriate measures 
and use the minimum force required. 

No injunction under sub-section (1) shall be issued against any person or member 
of any organisation or association of persons unless the Court has previously given notice 
to such person, members of the organisatiOn or association of persons, as the case may be, 
and has offered him or them an opportunity to show cause against the issue ofthe injunction: 

Provided that in the case of any urgency, the Court shall have the power to issue an 
interim injunction without giving any notice under this section. 

An injunction issued under sub-section (I) may be confirmed or vacated after 
giving notice  and hearing the party against whom the injunction was issued. 

The Court may either on its own motion or on the application of any person 
aggrieved, rescind or alter an injunction issued under sub-section (1). 

Where an application is received under sub-section (1), the Court shall afford the 
applicant an early opportunity of appearing before it either in person or by an advocate and 
if the Court, after hearing the applicant rejects the application wholly or in part, it shall record 
in writing its reasons for so doing. 

(JO) Whoever knowing that an injunction has been issued under sub-section (1) 
against him disobeys such injOnCtion shall be punishable with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to two years or with fine which may extend to one 
lakh rupeesor with,both: 

Provided that no woman shall be punishable with imrisonthent. 

Child 	 14. Any child marriage solemnised in contravention of an injunction order issued 
marriages in under section 13, whether interim or final, shall be void ab initio, 
coo trave n t on 
of injunction 	 - 
orders to be 
void. 

Ofitoces to be 	15. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, an 	2 of 1974. 
cognizable and offence punishable under this Act shall be cognizable and non-bailable. 
non-bailable. 

J 



16. (I) The State Government shall, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint for Child Marriage 

the whole State, or such-part thereof as may be specified in that notification, an oificer or Prohibition 
—  

officers to be known as the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer having jurisdiction over the Officers 

area or areas specified in the notification. 

(2) The State Government may also request a respectable member of the locality with 

frk 	 a record ofsocial service or an officer ofthe Gram Panchayat or Municipality oran officer of 
Nt 	 the Government or any public sector undertaking or an office bearer of any non-governmental 

organisation to assist the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer and such member, officer or 

office bearer, as the case may be, shall be-bound to act accordingly. 

(3) It shall be the duty of the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer- 

, 	 (a) to prevent solemnisation of child marriages by taking such action as he may 

deem fit; 
to collect evidence for the effective prosecution of persons contravening the 

provisions of this Act; 

to advise either individual cases or counsel the residents of the locality 

generally not to indulge in promoting, helping, aiding or allowing the solemnisation of 

child marriages; 

to create awareness of the evil which results from child marriages; 

to sensitize the community on the issue of child marriages; 	- 

(/) to furnish such periodical returns and statistics as the State Government may 

direct; and 

(g) to discharge such other functions and duties as may be assigned to him by 

the State Goveebment. 

(4) The State Government may. by notification in the Official Gazette, subject to such 

conditions and limitations, invest the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer with such powers of 

a police officer as may be specified in the notification and the Child Marriage Prohibition 

Officer shall exercise such powers subject to such conditions and limitations, as may be 

specified in the notification: - 

(5) The Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall have the power to move the Court for 

an order under sections 4. 5 and 1 - 3 and along with the child under section 3. 

The Child Marriage Prohibition Officers shall be deemed to be public servants Child Marriage 
45 of 1860 	within the meahing olsection 21 of the Indian Penal Code. 	 ' Prohibition 

Officers to be 
public 'servants. 

No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against the Child Marriage Protection or 

Prohibition Officer in respect of anything in good faith done or intended to be done in action taken in 

pursuance of this Act or any rule or order made thereunder. 
goo 	.aut 	- 

9. (1) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for Power of State 

carrrying out the provisions of this Act. Government 
to make rules. 

(2) Every rule made under this Act shall, as soon as may be after it is made: be laid - 

before the State Legislature. 

20. 	In the 1-lindu Marriage Act, 1955, in section IS, for clause (a), the follwing clause Ame:idincnt 

shall be substituted, namely:— of Act No. 25 
of 	195 

"(a) in the case of contravention of the condition specified in clause (iii) of 

section 5, with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years or with fine 

which may extend to one lakh rupees, or with both". 
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Repeal and 	 21. (1) The Child Marriage RestraintAct, 1929 is hereby repealed. 	 19 of I 92g. 
savings. 

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, all cases and other proceedings pending or continued 
under the said Act at the commencement of this Act shall be continued and disposed of in 
accordance with the provisions of the repealed Act, as if this Act had not been passed. 
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16. (I) The State Government shall, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint for Child Marriage 

the whole State, or such-part thereof as may be specified in that notification, an officer or Prohibition 

officers to be known as the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer having jurisdiction over the 

area or areas specified in the notification. 

A.,,,, 
(2) The State Government may also request a respectable member of the locality with 

a record ofsocial service or an officer ofthe Gram Panhayat or Municipality or an officer of 

the Government or any public sector undertaking or an office bearer of any non-governmental 

organisation to assist the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer and such member, officer or 

office bearer, as the case may be, shall bebound to act accordingly. 

(3) It shall be the duty ofthe Child Marriage Prohibition Officer- 

, to prevent solemnisation ofchild marriages by taking such action as he may 
deem fit; 

to collect evidence for the effective prosecution of persons contravening the 
A, provisions of this Act; 

to advise either individual cases or counsel the residents of the locality 

generally not to indulge in promoting, helping, aiding or allowing the solemnisation of 

child marriages; 

to create awareness of the evil which results from child marriages; 

to sensitize the community on the issue of child marriages; 

0) to furnish such periodical returns and statistics as the State Government may 
direct; and 

(g) to discharge such other functions and duties as may be assigned to him by 
the State Govethment, 

(4) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, subject to such - 

conditions and limitations, invest the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer with such powers of 

a police officer as may be specified in the notification and the Child Marriage Prohibition 

Officer shall exercise such powers subject to such conditions and limitations, as may be 

specified in the notification. 

(5) The Child Marriage Prohibition Officer shall have the powerlo move the Court for 

an order under sections 4. 5 and 13 and along with the child under section 3. 

The Child Marriage Prohibition Officers shall be deemed to be public servants Child Marriagc 
'45 of 1860 within the meahing of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code. Prohibition 

Officers to be 
public servants. 

) No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against the Child Marriage Protection of 
Prohibition Officer in respect of anything in good faith done or intended to be done in action taken 	in 

pursuance of this Act or any rule or order made thereunder, g0 	.ailh. 

(1) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for Pow-cr of State 
carrrying out the provisions of this Act. Government 

(2) Every rule made under this Act shall, as soon as may be after it is made. be  laid - 

to make rules. 

before the State Legislature. 

In the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, in section 18, for clause (a), the foliwing clause Amendment  
shall he substituted, namely:— of Act No, Th - 

at 	1955 

"(a) in the case of contravention of the condition specified in clause (Ut) of 

section 5, with rigorous imprisonment which may extend to two years or with fine 

which may extend to one lakh rupees, or with both". 
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Repeat and 	 21. (I) The Child Marriage RestraintAct, 1929 is herebyrepealed.. 
savings. 

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, all cases and other proceedings pending or continued 
under the said Act at the commencement of this Act shall be continued and disposed of in 
accordance with the provisions of the repealed Act, as if this Act had not been passed. 
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to provide for the prohibition .oRolemjisation of child marriages and for matters 
connected therewi or incidental thereto. 

(As passed by the Ho ses of Parliament 
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